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Small Japanese Mole, Mogera imaizumii, (Small Type) And Mizura mole,
Euroscaptor mizura
: The First Report on the Inhavitation of Two Kinds of Moles
in Shimane Prefecture

Junji Ohata

Summary

The author has examined six dead bodies of small-sized moles gathered from six different spots in
Shimane Prefecture, and has reached the conclusion that all the bodies are of Small Japanese Mole,
Mogera imaizumii, (Small Type) which had never been reported to live in Shimane Prefecture.

Each of the spots where those dead bodies were found is located at along distance from the
already-known habitats of Small Japanese Mole (Small Type), i. e, the mountainous area on the
Hiroshima side of the Chugoku Mountains bordering Shimane Prefecture as well as Toyoura-gun
in Yamaguchi Prefecture. Among the above spots, that of the lowest altitude is on the north edge
of the hill at an altitude of 5 meters, adjacent to the Izumo Plain.

In recent vears, there has been a tendency to classify either of Small Japanese Mole(Small Type)
and the same, M imaizumii (Large Type) in a category of the latter, on the ground that it is
impossible in terms of taxonomy to distinguish between the two.

In this reporl, however, following another viewpoint thatl the small-sized mole from the west of
the Chubu Region should be separated from Small Japanese Mole from the east, the small-sized

moles found in Shimane Prefecture are classified as Small Japanese Mole(Small Type).

Furthermore, the author has identified the bones and furs of the insectivore which were collected
from the dung of fox in the Kitanohara area at the foot of Mt. Sambe as those for one body of
Mizura Mole, Eurcscaptor mizura. Consequently, it is confirmed that Mizura Mole lives in Shimane

Prefecture.

For reference, this is the first report on the inhabitation each of Small Japanese Mole (Small Type)

and Mizura Mole in Shimane Prefecture.

Key words : the first repot on the inhavitation in Shimane Prefectur, lower altitude of the
inhabitation, Small Japanese Mole (Small Type), Small Japanese Mole (Large Type), Mizura Mole
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