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Abstract

This paper summarizes the descriptions of the grassland ecosystem services in western Japan
which are present in the reports on the sub-global assessment of Satoyama and Satoumi in Japan. This
assessment was based on the conceptual framework of the Millennium Ecosystern Assessment (MA), and
the services provided by grassland ecosystems, changes in these services over time, and issues related to
these services that necessitated discussion were reviewed.

This study aims to clearly indicate the relationship between grassland ecosystem services and human
well heing. Assessments of the provisioning, regulating and cultural services revealed that the provision of
these services is controlled by (depending on) the amount and quality of each service and its respective
intensity-of-use by humans.

This paper proposes approaches toward the revitalization of the grassland-based system and
describes efforts undertaken with the participation of various effecters using the multiple functions that

they offer to society.
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