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Confimation of Steller sea lion (Fumetopias jubatus) along the Shimane
Peninsula, southern part of the Sea of Japan, in summer 2007

Shigenori Kawano, Kaoru Hattorl, Tsuyoshi Sakurai and Kento Otsuka

Abstract

Pinnipedia (fin-footed mammals) was witnessed off the coast of Tako (Shimane-cho, Matsue City,
Shimane Prefecture) on July 31, 2007. Fourteen photographs were taken. Identification was carried
out using these 14 photographs. On the basis of four key points such as body size a little over 2 m, no
sagittal crest and legato head proportion, the light grayish-brown color of the fur, and characteristic fur
on the forelimb, it was determined that the individual was a sub-adult male or sub-adult to adult female
Steller sea lion. This is a very rare case and the fourth example of a confirmed sighting of the Steller sea
lion west of the San'in Kaigan Coast.
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