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Distribution of grasslands at the end of the 19th century and the present time
on Akiyoshi-dai plateau and the surrounding area, western Japan

Yoko Ohta, Michio Tsutsumi, Masahito Inoue and Yoshitaka Takahashi

Abstract : We studied the current and past (at the end of 19th century) distribution of grasslands on
Akivoshi-dai plateau and the surrounding area. They were designated as Akiyoshi-dai Quasi-National
Park in1955. Development actions of the park were regulated, and the landscape within the park was
protected. In the past, the grasslands had been spread across both Akiyoshi-dai plateau and surrounding
area. However, at present, a large area of the grasslands is distributed only on Akiyoshi-dai plateau.
Overall, the area of grasslands has decreased considerably, and the extent of decrease in area was greater
outside the quasi-national park than inside. It was suggested that at the end of 19th century, most of the
grasslands were semi-natural grasslands, presumably dominated by Miscanthus sinensis and Fleioblastus
argenteostriatus. Currently, almost all of the semi-natural grasslands exist inside the quasi-national park.
In contrast, most of the current grasslands outside the quasi-national park have been classified as artificial

grasslands, riparian grasslands and logged sites.
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