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Ecological study of the Japanese newt, Cynops pyrrhogaster, inhabiting around

the paddy fields in Ohnan Town, Shimane Prefecture
(1) Daily activity in relation to weather condition in breeding season

Shimpei Moriwaki
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Abstract : Daily activity of Japanese newt, Cynops pyrrhogaster, were investigated by means of sighting
observation in Ohnan town, Shimane prefecture. Japanese newt activity was influenced remarkably by
weather. On clear day most newt hid behind the weed, piece of small wood and under mud, but on cloudy
or rainy day many newts appeared in the paddy ground. No clear relation was found between the newt
activity and water temperature. Therefore, it may be assumed that activity of the newt is primarily
controlled by the sunlight.
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