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A taxonomic re-examination of bryophyte residues found in the paleosol
of the Sanbe-Azukihara buried forest in Shimane Prefecture, Japan

Tomoyuki Katagiri, Masahito Inoue

Abstract : Identification of the two bryophyte residues found in the paleosol of the Sanbe-Azukihara buried
forest were carried to reveal the paleovegetation of the Cryptomeria japonica forest from the Jomon
Period (ca. 10500-300 B.C.) that were buried by volcanic activities of Mt. Sanbe about 3500 years ago.
Our morphological examinations shows that each of the bryophyte residues is identifiable to Pyrrhobryum
spiniforme var, badakense (M.Fleisch.) Manuel [ = Rhizogonium badakense M.Fleisch.] of Rhizogoniaceae
and Neckera yezoana Besch. of Neckeraceae, respectively. These findings are also important for revealing

the Holocene bryophyte flora in Japan.
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