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Ecological study of the Japanese newt, Cynops pyrrhogaster,
inhabiting around the paddy fields in Onan Town, Shimane Prefecture
(4) Seasonal fluctuation of the activity on the ground

Shimpei Moriwaki

Abstract : Activity of the Japanese newt, Cynops pyrrhogaster, on the ground were studied in the paddy
fields in Onan Town, Shimane Prefecture from 2014 to 2016. At the end of March, the newts appeared
on the ground from their hibernation places and disappeared gradually in November ; Main active period
was from May to September. "Large" size individuals decreased gradually in April to June, implying
the migration to the paddy field for breeding. Considering to the consistency of the "minimal" size, the
production ‘of young newt after metamorphosis was large at the autumn of 2014, and they shifted "small"
size in the spring of the 2nd year of 2016. This suggests the possibility the growth of the newt.
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