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Stuffed specimen of Japanese sea lion discovered at Tennoji Zoo
— Background to the exhibit at Shimane Nature Museum of Mt. Sanbe and
examination of the source —

Takao Tnoué* , Hitoshi Sato*™ , Takao Mukuda®™* and Tetsuro Itoo™**

Abstract - The discovery of 8 mm film of Japanese sea lions on Takeshima from Yonago City led to the
holding of the "Japanese Sea Lion Exhibition" at the Shimane Nature Museum of Mt. Sanbe in 1992, This
led to the discovery of six stuffed sea lion specimens from the Tennoji Zoo, which were determined to be
Japanese sea lions based on the size of their canine teeth. Among them, the stuffed specimen of an adult
male called " Ryanko-daiou” captured on Takeshima Island in 1934, is the largest stuffed adult male in the
world and is a valuable specimen with records of size and weight at the time of capture. Three of them,
including the largest stuffed specimen, are on display at the Shimane Nature Museum of Mt. Sanbe.
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