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Overview of Celestial Bodies on National Flags

Mikimasa Takeuchi®

Abstract : Astronomical interpretations of the celestial objects depicted on national flags will be
overviewed. There are several flags with stars in the constellation Crux. Among them, the flag of Brazil
depicts the positions of the stars including Crux on the celestial sphere at a specific date and time. Many
national flags depict the sun or the moon. In particular, designs combining the crescent with a star are

often depicted as Islamic symbols, but it is difficult to identify what the star is.
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