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Distribution of Papaver dubium (Papaveraceae), an alien plant,
in Matsue City

Kyoko Sugai® and Yusuke Ono*

Abstract : Papaver dubium is an annual or biennial herbaceous plant of the genus Papaver (Papaveraceae) and is
native to the Mediterranean region. It was first found in Tokyo, Japan, in 1961. It has expanded rapidly and is now
widely distributed throughout Japan. Field surveys were conducted in Matsue City to understand the distribution
of this species in a small city. Since the distribution of the species in Matsue City was limited and the number of
individuals was low, it is considered to be in the early stage of its expansion. The distribution of the species was
concentrated in areas adjacent to major roads where vehicles frequently stopped or parked, suggesting that the
vehicle travel is a factor in the expansion of the species. The large number of the species found in unpaved surfaces

around roads suggests the potential for a rapid increase in its population in such locations.
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