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Record of Sipyloidea sipylus (Westwod) in Eastern Shimane Prefecture

Riho Morioka* , Kunihiro Okamoto™

Abstract : The stick insect Sipyloidea sipylus (Phasmatodea: Lonchodidae) is mainly distributed in

southern Japan, south of the Kyushu Region, and its distribution has been recently expanded northward.

In 2018, this species was first recorded in Masuda City in the western part of Shimane Prefecture, and

five individuals were subsequently reported from the same area. During our biological survey on August

25, 2024, a female final instar nymph (ca. 70 mm) was captured along the bank of the Iinashi River in

Hirose Town, Yasugi City, in the eastern part of Shimane Prefecture, representing the sixth record of

this species. It has been suggested by previous studies that the expansion of S. sipy/us may be facilitated

due to both natural dispersal and anthropogenic transfer of horticultural plants. Given the distance of the

present capture site from residential areas, as well as the status of the captured specimen as a flightless

nymph with limited mobility, it should be considered that a novel population of this species has already

established itself in the eastern part of Shimane Prefecture. This hypothesis is strongly supported by the

subsequent confirmation of multiple adult individuals in Matsue City in 2025, suggesting the species is

indeed established in the eastern region of Shimane Prefecture.
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